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to us ? She exhibits them as, first and before
all things, beings who are not isolated, but
linked together by countless ties of duty and
affection ; and the essence of all right conduct,
and the moral raison d'etre of existence, consists,
according to her, in our willingly keeping these
ties inviolate. Thus far the matter does not
sound unpromising. But if we go farther, it-
will appear that the race of beings that are thus
linked together, form 110 happy and rejoicing
brotherhood, finding each a glad reward in the
sense that the rest are helped by him ; but a
sad and labouring race of chained convicts, whose
highest glory it is not to attempt escaping. We
are all born, she teaches, with bonds about us, and
we inevitably increase their number, prompted
by our own cravings, as we live on. And, says
George Eliot, every such bond 4s a debt : the
right lies in the payment of that debt; it can lie
nowhere else. In vain will you wander over the
earth ; you will be wandering away for ever
from the right.'

Now ' the right' according to her teaching,
has two distinct characteristics; in the first
place, it is the hardest thing of all to attain ;
and in the next place it is the only thing that is